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THERE’S A BIG DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WAREHOUSE SPACE  

AND A GOOD FINE ART STORAGE FACILITY 

Matt Larmore, Bayshore Fine Art Storage  

Bayshore Fine Art Storage (Newark, DE) has been in the art business for over 18 years.  Some of 

our clients own the artwork themselves and take an active role in managing their collections.  

Others may be employed by the art owners, work with art and investment groups, represent 

museums and galleries or represent the insurance company insuring the works.  Whatever their 

affiliation, all of our clients share something in common – they are passionate and actively 

engaged in the protection of art. 

The storage industry in general is vast.  Many companies provide warehouse space and claim 

they can store anything.  The reality is that there is big difference between warehouse space 

and a good fine art storage facility.  Choosing a place to protect your collection requires 

research, referrals and inspection.  Not knowing the difference (or what to look for) can be a 

huge and costly mistake and may put your artwork at risk. 

Fine art storage is very often customized to the unique requirements of the client and the 

challenges of their collection.  Art collections constitute many things.  They may be large or 

small, delicate or hardy, composed of many types of materials.  With each collection come 

special handling, crating, storage and transportation requirements.  It is important to 

understand what you need and find a fine art facility that can provide that. 

Some of the basic things to look for in a good fine art storage facility include: 

 Artwork should always be blocked off the floor and not placed directly on the ground to 

prevent water and similar damage.  For this same reason, artwork should also be 

blocked away from walls. 

 Collections should be stored in a planned manner so the amount of movement or 

vibrations that affect the collection is limited.  It is the sum of all the vibrations over the 

life of a piece that will make the impact.  Take for example, a 150-year-old work of art 

and add up all the small vibrations or disturbances to it to imagine the impact. The 

storage method must be precisely planned to minimize unnecessary movement. 

 The fine art storage facility should have the capacity to grow with your collection.  Does 

your art storage facility have the space, dimensions, flexibility and experience to grow 

and change along with your collection? 
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 How will your collection be arranged? Do you want private art storage vaults or shared 

space? Will your collection be stored in crates or out in the open to breathe?  Do you 

require racking within your storage space? 

 What conditions do you want your art stored in?  And how will your art storage facility 

monitor them? What controls and alarms are in place for water, temperature, humidity, 

security and the like?   

There is a big difference between warehouse space and a good fine arts storage facility.  Over 

the years, many of the innovations in fine art storage – new policies, ideas and practices – are a 

direct result of art insurance requirements and collaboration between insurance and fine art 

providers.  Knowing what to look for and using providers that have experience working with art 

insurers is crucial to securing your valuable collections. 
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