
When winter weather condi ons get rough, the best advice is to stay off the road (hazard avoidance). However, business 

opera ons o en require driving in inclement weather, making it essen al that drivers and vehicles are properly prepared. Here are 

some ps from the Na onal Safety Council on vehicle winteriza on. And be sure to review owner's manuals for specific winter 

weather driving instruc ons. 
 

Weather Condi ons: At any temperature weather affects road and driving condi ons that can pose serious problems. It is 

important to monitor forecasts on the internet, radio, TV, cable weather channel, or in the daily papers.  

 

Prepare the Vehicle: Start with a checkup that includes:  

 Checking the igni on, brakes, wiring, hoses and fan belts 

 Changing and adjus ng the spark plugs 

 Checking the air, fuel and emission filters, and the PCV valve 

 Inspec ng the distributor 

 Checking the ba ery 

 Checking the res for air, sidewall wear and tread depth 

 Checking an freeze levels and the freeze line 
 

Necessary Equipment: An emergency situa on on the road can arise at any me and prepara on is key. Prior to dispatch, all 

vehicles should be stocked with the following items properly inflated spare re, wheel wrench and vehicle jack, shovel, jumper 

cables, tow and re chains, bag of salt or cat li er, tool kit  
 

Essen al Supplies: Be prepared with a "survival kit" that should always remain in the vehicle (replenish a er use). Essen al 

supplies include:  

 Working flashlight and extra ba eries  

 Emergency flares and/or reflec ve triangles and brightly‐colored cloth  

 Compass  

 First aid kit  

 Exterior windshield cleaner  

 Ice scraper and snow brush  

 Wooden s ck matches in a waterproof container  

 Scissors and string or cord  

 Non‐perishable, high‐energy foods like unsalted canned nuts, dried fruits, and hard candy.  

 Warm clothing and blankets 
 

Stranded Vehicle or Breakdown Procedures—Instruct drivers on the following: 

 Contact dispatch or manager and call 9‐1‐1  

 Do not leave the vehicle unless driver, dispatch manager and emergency responders are certain of loca on, how far it is to 

possible help, and that leaving the vehicle will improve the situa on  

 To a ract a en on, light two flares and place one at each end of the vehicle a safe distance away and/or use reflec ve 

triangles 

 Hang a brightly colored cloth from antenna or other accessible high point on the vehicle 

 If the vehicle’s exhaust pipe is not blocked, run the engine and heater for about 10 minutes every hour or so depending 

upon the amount of gas in the tank 

 To protect against frostbite and hypothermia use the woolen items and blankets to keep warm 

 Keep at least one window open slightly; heavy snow and ice can seal a vehicle shut 
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Please Note: The informa on and sugges ons presented by Lyons Companies in this issue of Safety & Risk Control TIPS are for considera on in your loss preven on 
efforts. Lyons Companies does not warrant, via this issue of Safety & Risk Control TIPS that all your hazards or exposures are adequately controlled or that property, 
opera ons, workplaces, machinery or equipment are safe or in compliance with any law, rule, or regula on. You are encouraged to alter them to fit the specific 
hazards of your business and to have your legal counsel review all of  plans and company policies. 


